The Late Emmy Noether
To the Editor of the New York Times:
The efforts of most human beings are consumed in the struggle for their daily bread but most of
those who are, either through fortune or some special gift, relieved of this struggle are largely
absorbed in further improving their worldly lot. Beneath the effort directed toward the
accumulation of worldly goods lies all too frequently the illusion that this is the most substantial
and desirable end to be achieved; but there is, fortunately, a minority composed of those who
recognize early in their lives that the most beautiful and satisfying experiences open to
humankind are not derived from the outside, but are bound up with the development of the
individual’s own feeling, thinking and acting. The genuine artists, investigators and thinkers
have always been persons of this kind. However inconspicuously the life of these individuals
runs its course, none the less the fruits of their endeavors are the most valuable contributions
which one generation can make to its successors.
Within the past few days a distinguished mathematician, Professor Emmy Noether, formerly
connected with the University of Goettingen and for the past two years at Bryn Mawr College,
died in her fifty-third year. In the judgment of the most competent living mathematicians,
Fraeulein Noether was the most significant creative mathematical genius thus far produced since
higher education of women began. In the realm of algebra, in which the most gifted
mathematicians have been busy for centuries, she discovered methods which have proved of
enormous importance in the development of the present-day younger generation of
mathematicians. Pure mathematics is, in its way, the poetry of logical ideas. One seeks the most
general ideas of operation which will bring together in simple, logical and unified form the
largest possible circle of formal relationships. In this effort toward logical beauty spiritual
formulae are discovered necessary for the deeper penetration into the laws of nature.
Born in Jewish family distinguished for the love of learning, Emmy Noether, who, in spite of the
efforts of the great Goettingen mathematician, Hilbert, never reached the academic standing due
her in her own country, none the less surrounded herself with a group of students and
investigators at Goettingen, who have already become distinguished as teachers and
investigators. Her unselfish, significant work over a period of many years was rewarded by he
new rulers of Germany with a dismissal, which cost her the means of maintaining her simple life
and the opportunity to carry on her mathematical studies. Farsighted friends of science in this
country were fortunately able to make such arrangements at Bryn Mawr College and at Princeton
that she found in America up to the day of her death not only colleagues who esteemed her
friendship but grateful pupils who enthusiasm made her last years the happiest and perhaps the
most fruitful of her entire career.
Albert Einstein
Princeton University, May 1, 1935.

