
HOW TO SAVE MONEY
ON TEXTBOOKS 

McCain Library, March 11,
2019, based on a web page at 
CUNY

This list of suggestions is meant to help students save money when 
purchasing required textbooks. 

This is not a recommendation of one site over another — explore options 
and make informed decisions. Match the ISBN or ask before buying if 
your professor approves of the edition you selected. 

ASC Virtual Store 
bkstr.com/agnesscottstore/home 

Textbooks in print, eBooks from Follett, and cash buyback for your 
used textbooks. 

Purchase Used Textbooks 
Use ISBNs (international standard book numbers) to comparison 
shop the major book sellers or use with sites that compare prices 
for you. Beyond amazon.com, you may want to price: 

chegg.com  
abebooks.com 
alibris.com 
textbooks.com

Cheaper than new books, try buying used textbooks online – just 
make sure it’s the same edition that your professor requires, or ask 
if they approve of an alternate. 

eBooks
ASC Library - WorldCat

Libraries collect eBooks - but typically not all your textbooks.

Course Reserves
Check with McCain Library to see if your textbook is
available to borrow for a short time:
https://agnesscott.on.worldcat.org/courseReserves/landing
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https://amazon.com
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Ask for Unbundled Textbooks

Many textbooks come bundled with CD-ROMs and workbooks.
Ask your professor to consider assigning unbundledtexts.

McCain Library Course Reserves

Ask your professor if they are willing to put a personal or review
copy of the textbook on reserve at McCain Library. While the 
whole class may be sharing it, it can at least help temporarily
while you wait for your own copy to arrive.
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Rent Textbooks 
www.textbookrentals.com
www.bkstr.com/agnesscottstore/home

Some sites allow you to rent textbooks. Make sure you return the 
books on time as late fees can be significant. Be clear on rental terms 
and conditions before you commit. 

Free Downloads 
books.google.com
gutenberg.org 

Some  books  that  are  no  longer  copyrighted  can  be  used  online  or 
downloaded for free. 

Library Course Reserves & 
Controlled Digital Lending (CDL)
agnesscott.on.worldcat.org/courseReserves/landing

Your professor may have asked McCain Library to include your textbooks or 
books in our collection on Reserve, meaning you may borrow the book for 
two hours at a time or overnight. The Library also has thousands of ebooks.

CDL is a service where we scan a chapter of a book in our collection and lend 
it to you in two-hour periods. 
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