


ertainly trees, 

creatures living alongside us 

on a scale so different fro,n our own, 

embody whole histories. 

-BILL BANGHAM, 

FROM THE FALL 1994 
AGNES SCOTT ALUMNAE MAGAZINE 



The Seed of a Good Idea 

The trees of Agnes Scoll College hold a special place in the 

hearts and minds of the -llgnes Scott community. Because 

the College was founded in 1889, many of the trees on the 

campus have been protected for well over a century. Their 

contribution to the beauty of the campus and quality of life 

at Agnes Scott is immeasurable. 

Mapping Out the Path 

This booklet serves as a self-guided tree lour of the campus 

which will allow you to experience a selection of Agnes 

Scott's special tree heritage. Please open this booklet to the 

center spread for a map of campus and tree locations. 

Among those included are not only some of ASC's biggest 

and oldest trees, but also some recently planted specimens 

which emphasize the importance of planning for replace

ments of older trees as they mature and decline. 

Branching Out Across Campus 

As you exit the Alston Cenler, you will turn to your right 

and proceed to South Candler Street for your first slop on 

the self~guided tree tour of Agnes Scoll 's urban forest. You 

will notice the hustle and bustle of city traffic, MARTA 

buses, trucks and automobiles as _you walk along the 

sidewalk towards the incense Cedar. 



he best classrooms are those 

without walls, doors, or windows. 

I lauing class<'s outside, under Lhe shade 

o/ lec~/1 · oaks and dog11 1oods, 

opened ozu· minds lo I he ll'orld 

ll'e 11·ere seekillg to understand. 

INCENSE -C EDAR 

- MELANIE MORTIMER ' 91 
TOK YO,J APA N 

LIBROCEDRUS DECURRENS 

A striking featu re of this 1111 11sual trcr 

is it s handsomely furrowed red-brown 

b a rk . lt is na ti,·r to the w r ste r11 lJ11it r d 

S tates. but toleratrs pr riods of heal a nd 

drou~ ht h e re i11 the South. 
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SAWTOOTH OAK 0UERCUS ACUTISSIMA 

Thr ··urban'· asprn of Agnes Sc-ott"s mlnm 

forcsl bc-cornrs qu i1e obvious 011 lb(' side

walk along S. Candler Strr rt. with c-i ty 

1raffi c rnshing by. Thrsc fi ve sawtooth oa ks 

disp lay l11st ro11s da rk grcrn serrated leaves. 

distincti,·c acorns peck ing out of thi c- k caps. 

and ~,ellow catki11s in the spring. 

W H I T E A S H FRAXINUS AMERICANA 

Predating the Civil \,·a r. rhis magnificent 

tree is approxi mately H1 ~-ears old ( 185-t) . 

It sports rarl~- fall color ranging from ~-e ll(l\Y 

to pink to ma roon. and is easily ident ified 

by its dia111oncl pa11 r rnr d bark . 



FRANKLIN I A FRANKLINIA ALATAMAHA 

Discovered i11 Georgia b y Jol111 Ba rtram i11 

1770. and named for Benja111in Franklin , 

this d rligh tf11l sma ll tree (10 2.S frr l high ) 

has fragrant late summer b lossoms. 

Be lievrd extinct i11 the wild since around 

1800, all franklinias today a rc descended 

from Bar tram·s collrrtion. 

GOLDEN RAINTREE KOELREUTERIA PANICULATA ® 
Anol her good choice for a small sprcime11 

trer. d ie raintree has cheerful w llow sum

mer flowers. The paper-like seed pods hang 

in clus ters even after leaves fall, and sound 

likr a gentle rain as the wind rustles 

through the branches. 



he shape of the tree, . 

with its location, 

has a presence 

that's significant 

beyond the tree itself 

- TERRY MCGEHEE, 
FROM THE FALL 1994 

AGNES SCOTT ALUMNAE MAGAZINE 

SOUTHERN MAGNOLIAS MAGNOLIA GRANDIFLORA @ 

Considered by some the definitive sonthern 

tree, the magnolia has glossy evergreen 

leaves, bright red seeds in autumn, and 

intoxicatingly fragrant spring blossoms. 

The ASC campus boasts 72 magnolias. 

This one has been rrcognized as the second 

largest in DeKalb County. 



CUCUMBERTREE MAGNOLIA ACUMINATA 

The 1992 Arbor Day trrc , t h is fas t g rowing 

nati\'(' quadrnpled in s ize in two yrars. Its 

soft drrid11011s leaws grow up to 10 inc hr~ 

long. and it s sm all flowl'rs ,11·p )"P l low-gn'<'rt. 

The fruit~. whc11 young. sligh tl y res1• rnble 

c11c11111hcrs. 

AMER I CAN BASSWOOD TILIA AMER I CAN A 

Basswoods need room. They can grow 

to 100 feet or more. with ,-vi de-reaching 

branrhes. T his sh ady giant has flowers 

whose nectar is prized by bee- keepers. 



BLACK CHERRY PRUNUS SEROTINA 

A 11 incre111c111 bore r was used LO d rte rminc 

tlrn1 1his trcr is approximately 77 yra r~ o ld 

(1918). Black chrrry trees arr common in 

th<' <'as te rn l ' ni trd S tat es. The fru it fl avors 

cordia ls a nd jam. whil r thr \\'Ood is 

ehr rishcd h,· eabinr t make r~. 

DOWNY SERVICEBERRY AMELANCHIER ARBOREA 

\la tivc to this a rea , the versa tile servicrberry 

is a welcom e addition to a shrub border. It 

o ffers yea r-round interes t to the la ndsca pe: 

springtime white flowers; summer berries 

for the birds: brillia nt fall color; a nd multi 

stems with reddis h ba rk in winter. 
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hen I first saw Agnes Scott back in 1981, 

it was in the spring time. 

The dogwoods and all the other trees 

and foliage were in full bloorn and 

you could barely see the brick buildings 

that were set back from the street. 

I wondered what lay beneath that veil of green. 

SCARLET OAK 

- MARY ALMA DURRE TT, 
ED I TOR MAIN EVENTS 

/)UERCUS COCCINEA 

At the western end of the porch of Rebekah 

Scott Hall stands the "Senior Oak. " The 

reason for its name has become hazy over 

the years, but the tree itself lives on . 

Unfortunately, it is in decline. At approxi

mately 111 years old (1884 ), it has a large 

hollow inside, and a storm in 1991 caused 

major limb loss. 



BLACK WALNUT JUGLANS NIGRA 

When grown in open spaces, black walnuts 

can develop fully rounded crowns of about 

75 feet, and reach over 100 feet in height. 

This native tree produces nuts favored by 

southern cooks for cakes and ice cream. 

PECAN [ARYA ILLINOENSIS 

Occupying a prominent spot in the 

Woodruff Quadrangle is another familiar 

Georgia native. T he graceful and sym 

metrical branches of the pecan tree provide 

food and shelter for scores of Agnes Scott's 

squirrel population. 

@) 



YELLOWWOOD CLADRASTIS KENTUKEA 

P lantc-d on Arbor Day. 1990, during a 

thunderstorm and tornado watch , this· tree 

has flourished. Tt is breath-taking in the late 

spring, draped with fragrant clusters of 

pendulous white flowers. T be foliage is lush 

and dark g ree11. turning gold in the fall . 

LO BL OLLY PIN E P IN US TA EDA 

This unusua ll y o ld lob lolh- piuc has lived 

well over 100 vears. Loblollies have a 

d istinctive s ha pe and name. A loblolly is 

a "moist. depression·' or a , .. mud hole'·' .. . 

the prefe rred site for t h is tree. 

@ 



ow often Karle Wilson's words -

"Today I have grown taller frorn 

walking under the trees" - came to life 

when I walked under Agnes Scolt 's 

towering oaks, magnolias and pines. 

FALSE-CYPRESS 

MELANIE MORTIMER '91 
TOKYO ,JAPAN 

CHAMAECYPARIS PISIFERA 

Mary Stuart McDougall, who taught biology 

at Agnes Scott 1921-1954, rooted a sprig 

from a Christmas arrangement, and planted 

it by Campbell Science Hall. Today 

Professor McDougall 's "sprig·,, stands 

about 38 feet tall. The false-cypress is an 

evergreen, native to Japan, and has 

interesting peeling bark. 



GINKGO GINKGO BILOBA 

Jn the 1960's., a spectacular pair of 

ginkgoes was added by biology professor 

S. Leonard Doerpinghaus, who planted a 

total of about 30 trees around campus. An 

ancient species, the ginkgo has existed on 

earth for 150 million years. Today., the fan 

shape, the unusual texture of its leaves, and 

its dramatic fall color make the ginkgo a 

memorable tree. 

DAWN REDWOOD METASEQUOIA GLYPTOSTROBOIDES @ 

A fast-growing deciduous conifer, this is an 

offspring of a dawn redwood belonging to 

ASC alumna Mrs.William Schley Howard. 

It was 12 inches tall in 1991, and grew 

6 feet in one year. Another prehistoric 

species, this one goes back 50 million years. 



BLACK GUM NYSSA SYLVATICA 

Named DeKalb County's champion black 

gum tree in 1987., this lovely native tree is 

one of the first to display fall color. It can 

grow to 100 feet tall, and is well worth 

considering for th e home landscape. 

SOUTHERN CATALPA CATALPA BIGNONIODES 

Towering at 1hc SE corner of the Alston 

Campus Center is the Georgia state champion 

<:atalpa tree and was named such in January 

1995. It has sensational whi te flowers with 

yellow and purple specks, and bean-like 

fruit pods.The rnanner in which this last 

tree appears to hug the corner of the build

ing might be said to symbolize the uni ty 

existing between Agnes Scott's trees, 

archi tecture and people. 



Agnes Sroll College. founded in 1889. is 011<' of the few areas in 

Decatur where the trees have re1)1ained relatively undisturbed for over 

a century. Agnes Sco1t 's trees help create the di~ti nrtive character of 

thr campus. T ltev ble11d with and frame the Victorian and Cot hie 

structures. and makr the beautiful SS-acre campus what il is. 

The College recognizes tltesc tree,; as valuable landmarks. and desC' rv

ing of proper attention and ca r<'. In 1986, Agn<'s Scott undertook its 

first tree inventory with each tree being assign<'cl a uurnber, locat ed on 

a map. and having its vital sta tistics recorded: specirs. diameter. vigor, 

etc. This inventory is updated periodica lly, and information gathrred 

is usccl to guide the reforestation and management efforts. 

Many of Ag nes Scott's t rees are over-mature and in decline. 

Replanting, inspccti11g and pruning arc all part of Agnes Scott's 

urban forestry managcment. 

Ew ryo11e recognizes that trees provide a pleasant and shad y place i11 

which to study, work. live and p lay. Ilowever, the bcnefit s o f an urban 

forest go much farther: 

• Trees can be a haven of wi ldlife and pla11t diversit y in the midst 

of a bustling cit y . 

• Trees absorb and block urba n noise . 

• Trees consrrve precious wa ter resources by reducing water runoff 

a nd help to prevent soil erosion . 

• [none ycar. a11 acre of trees absorbs the amount of carbon dioxide 

produced by an automobile being driven 26,000 miles. 



Agnes Scott College gratefully acknowledges funds provided by the 1994 Crban 

and Community Forestry Assistance Program Grant , through the auspices of 

the Georgia Forestry Comm ission. 

- A. Victoria Lambert., manager of campus services 

Thanks to all of Agnes Scott's tree planters and lrcc lovers throughout the 
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Michael Dirr 
\fary Alma Durrett 
Bill Gailev 

Sharonne Hardeman 
Mrs. William Schley I Toward 
Adelia Huffines 
i{on Keeton 
Dcyana Kurchieva 
Carolyn Malcolm 
.Jerry McCarty 
Thomas McIntire 
Melanie Mortimer 
\tligucl Niiio 

. Sally Ogden a11d alumnae volunt eers 
Allena Owen 
Elvis Parris 

E,ba Peiia 
Celeste Pennington 
Liz Peterson 
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Milclred Pinnell 

Willie Rogers 
Karen Roy 
Ruth Schmidt 
Lucia Sizemore 
Travis Tiller 
Ninette Waters 
Charles Williams 
Carolyn Wyncns 
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Specia l Thanks to Gary Peiffer 

To arrange a guided group tour, call 638-LEAF (638-5323) . 
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